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The The processprocess ofof urbanisationurbanisation at a global scaleat a global scale

�� The worldThe world’’s s urbanurban populationpopulation continuescontinues toto growgrow fasterfaster thanthan the total the total 
populationpopulation ofof the worldthe world

�� DuringDuring 2008, 2008, forfor the first the first timetime in in historyhistory, the , the proportionproportion ofof populationpopulation
living in living in urbanurban areasareas hashas reachedreached 50%50%

�� The The urbanurban populationpopulation isis expectedexpected nearlynearly toto doubledouble byby 2050, 2050, increasingincreasing toto
6.4 6.4 bvillionbvillion..

�� LargeLarge citiescities (5 (5 toto 10 10 millionmillion inhabitantsinhabitants) are ) are expectedexpected toto bebe 48 in 2025. 48 in 2025. ¾¾ ofof
thesethese ““mega mega citiescities in in waitingwaiting”” are are locatedlocated in in lessless developeddeveloped countriescountries

�� Mega Mega citiescities ((urbanurban agglomerationsagglomerations withwith at at leastleast 10  10  millionmillion inhabitantsinhabitants) are ) are 
expectedexpected toto increaseincrease fromfrom 19 19 toto 27 27 byby 2025. 2025. 
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UrbanUrban and and ruralrural populationpopulation ofof the worldthe world
(source: (source: UnitedUnited NationsNations, , World World UrbanisationUrbanisation ProspectsProspects. The 2007 . The 2007 RevisionRevision))
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Total, Total, urbanurban and and ruralrural populationpopulation byby developmentdevelopment groupgroup
(source: (source: UnitedUnited NationsNations, , World World UrbanisationUrbanisation ProspectsProspects. The 2007 . The 2007 RevisionRevision))
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MegacitiesMegacities
(source: (source: UnitedUnited NationsNations, , World World UrbanisationUrbanisation ProspectsProspects. The 2007 . The 2007 RevisionRevision))
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Three Three drivingdriving forcesforces ofof urbanisationurbanisation

The The mainmain social, social, economiceconomic and cultural and cultural drivingdriving forcesforces ofof global global urbanisationurbanisation
are:are:

-- demographicdemographic increaseincrease ((especiallyespecially in in lessless developeddeveloped and and emergingemerging
countriescountries) and ) and migrationsmigrations fromfrom ruralrural areasareas toto urbanurban regionsregions

-- increasingincreasing flowsflows and and networksnetworks ofof capital, capital, labourlabour, , technologytechnology betweenbetween
urbanurban areasareas

-- diffusiondiffusion ofof urbanurban cultureculture, , globalisationglobalisation ofof consumptionconsumption patternspatterns and and 
urbanurban lifestyleslifestyles
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SpecializationSpecialization and and territorializationterritorialization

�� ModernModern economieseconomies are are increasinglyincreasingly structuredstructured aroundaround flowsflows ofof people, people, 

imagesimages, information and , information and moneymoney, , movingmoving withinwithin and and acrossacross nationalnational bordersborders

�� The The economiceconomic base base ofof urbanurban areasareas isis thusthus changingchanging becausebecause citiescities becomebecome

the the ““hubshubs”” ofof knowledgeknowledge productionsproductions and and transmissiontransmission in a in a newnew global global 

spacespace ofof flowsflows (M. (M. CastellsCastells))

�� TheseThese processesprocesses implyimply newnew formsforms ofof dede--territorialisationterritorialisation and and rere--

territorialisationterritorialisation ofof economiceconomic activitiesactivities and and newnew formsforms ofof economiceconomic

specialisationspecialisation ofof urbanurban areasareas
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UrbanUrban processesprocesses betweenbetween spacesspaces and and placesplaces

�� CitiesCities are are notnot onlyonly localizedlocalized economiceconomic systemssystems. . TheyThey are are alsoalso sitessites in in 
spatiallyspatially stretchedstretched economiceconomic relations, relations, richrich ecologiesecologies ofof urbanurban economiceconomic life life 
(A. (A. AminAmin and N. and N. ThriftThrift).).

�� In In thisthis social and social and spatialspatial perspectiveperspective citiescities are are notnot onlyonly ((bunchbunch ofof) ) spacesspaces, , 
butbut alsoalso ((connectionsconnections ofof) ) placesplaces

�� A A placeplace isis the locus the locus ofof complexcomplex interactionsinteractions and and outcomesoutcomes ofof powerpower
geometriesgeometries and and operatesoperates acrossacross manymany spatialspatial scalesscales (D. (D. MasseyMassey))
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Social Social formsforms ofof urbanisationurbanisation: : urbanurban populationspopulations

�� The social The social processesprocesses ofof urbanisationurbanisation are are linkedlinked withwith the the growinggrowing importanceimportance
ofof urbanurban populationspopulations

�� An urban population is an aggregate of individuals defined by onAn urban population is an aggregate of individuals defined by one or more e or more 
simple common traits. Contrary to the kind of theoretical assumpsimple common traits. Contrary to the kind of theoretical assumptions we tions we 
need in order to analyse need in order to analyse classes, movements, groups classes, movements, groups or or organizations organizations it is it is 
possible to talk about populations without any strong assumptionpossible to talk about populations without any strong assumption about about 
their rational collective behaviourtheir rational collective behaviour (G. (G. MartinottiMartinotti))

�� Urban populations (for example commuters, city users, businessmeUrban populations (for example commuters, city users, businessmen) are n) are 
very important in citiesvery important in cities’’ governance because they represent the disjunction governance because they represent the disjunction 
between social processes and traditional political representatiobetween social processes and traditional political representationn
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BreakingBreaking the the barriersbarriers: the : the ““endlessendless citycity””

�� FromFrom the the spatialspatial perspectiveperspective, the , the urbanisationurbanisation meansmeans the the breakingbreaking ofof the the 
traditionaltraditional distinctionsdistinctions betweenbetween city and noncity and non--city (city and city (city and countrysidecountryside, , corecore
and and peripheryperiphery))

�� The The spatialspatial morphologymorphology ofof the city the city havehave becomebecome extraordinarilyextraordinarily intricate, intricate, 
and and difficultdifficult toto generalizegeneralize



CitiesCities (1)(1)

WhatWhat isis a city?a city?

WhatWhat isis ““contemporarycontemporary”” city?city?

““MostMost citiescities nownow sprawlsprawl acrossacross manymany milesmiles, , incorporatingincorporating settlementssettlements ofof

varyingvarying compositioncomposition, , derelictderelict areasareas, , parksparks and and gardensgardens, , factoriesfactories, shopping , shopping 

centrescentres, parking , parking areasareas, , warehouseswarehouses, , dumpsdumps. . HalfHalf ofof the worldthe world’’s s populationpopulation

nownow liveslives in in citiescities”” ((AminAmin, , ThriftThrift))



CitiesCities (2)(2)

The The urbanizationurbanization ofof the worldthe world

SameSame problemsproblems, , differentdifferent morphologiesmorphologies

An An importantimportant processprocess ofof urbanisationurbanisation willwill involve the involve the planetplanet populationpopulation in the in the 

nearnear future. future. MostMost ofof the world the world populationpopulation willwill live in live in largelarge metropolitanmetropolitan

areasareas or in or in highlyhighly urbanisedurbanised regionsregions

““AllAll thesethese metropolitanmetropolitan areasareas and and regionsregions mustmust face, in the face, in the nearnear future, the future, the 

samesame problemsproblems, , butbut thesethese problemsproblems willwill bebe differentydifferenty defineddefined accordingaccording toto

differentdifferent physicalphysical morphologiesmorphologies asas wellwell asas differentdifferent social, social, ecomicecomic and and 

institutionalinstitutional morphologiesmorphologies”” (Bernardo Secchi)(Bernardo Secchi)



CitiesCities (3)(3)

A A newnew urbanurban questionquestion

EnvironmentEnvironment, , mobilitymobility, social , social exclusionexclusion

The The mainmain problemsproblems ofof urbanurban regionsregions at the at the beginningbeginning ofof thisthis thirdthird millenniummillennium

can can bebe summerizedsummerized in in threethree questionsquestions: : 

EnvironmentalEnvironmental issuesissues ((climateclimate changechange, , energyenergy and and naturalnatural resourcesresources

management, management, pollutionpollution and and useuse ofof non non reporduciblereporducible resourcesresources))

MobilityMobility issuesissues ((congestioncongestion, , intersectionintersection betweenbetween diffentdiffent populationspopulations, , costscosts ofof

mobilitymobility and and spatialspatial organizationorganization ofof the the urbanurban areasareas))

Social Social issuesissues ((growinggrowing differencesdifferences betweenbetween poorpoor and and richrich, social , social frailtyfrailty, , ethnicaethnica

and cultural and cultural conflictsconflicts))



CitiesCities (4)(4)

City City ofof the the richesriches, , citiescities ofof the the poorspoors

In In contemporarycontemporary city the city the newnew urbanurban questionquestion isis alsoalso a social a social questionquestion, , 

involvinginvolving crucialcrucial spatialspatial dimensionsdimensions

The spatial organisation of the city is also a mechanism

of social exclusion and inclusion, for poor and affluent social groups



CitiesCities: : everywhereeverywhere and and everythingeverything

IfIf citiescities are are everythingeverything, , maybemaybe theythey are are nothingnothing……

UrbanizedUrbanized world world asas a a chainchain ofof metropolitanmetropolitan areasareas ((regionsregions) ) connectedconnected byby
placesplaces//corridorscorridors ofof communicationcommunication ((airportairport and and airwaysairways, , stationsstations, , railwaysrailways, , 
portsports, parking , parking lotslots and and motorwaysmotorways, , teleportsteleports, information , information highwayshighways, , ……))

The first The first dimensiondimension ofof urbanurban life life isismovementmovement

ButBut, , whatwhat isis notnot ““the the urbanurban””??

TownsTowns, , villagesvillages, , coutrysidescoutrysides??

The pattern The pattern analysisanalysis can can givegive some some answersanswers..



The The footprintfootprint ofof the citythe city

The The traditionaltraditional divide divide betweenbetween the city and the the city and the coutrysidecoutryside hashas beenbeen subvertedsubverted

ButBut wewe stillstill name name citiescities, and , and wewe thinkthink ofof themthem asas distinctivedistinctive placesplaces

The The footprintsfootprints ofof the city are the city are allall overover the world and the world and itsits placesplaces, in the , in the formform ofof

city city commuterscommuters, , touriststourists, , teleworkingteleworking, , FacebookFacebook, the media and the , the media and the 

urbanisationurbanisation ofof lifestylelifestyle and and consumptionsconsumptions

AnalysingAnalysing contemporarycontemporary citiescities meansmeans identifyingidentifying urbanurban practicespractices and and formsforms ofof

life, life, spacesspaces//placesplaces modifiedmodified byby thesethese practicespractices and and intentionalintentional and and 

unintentionalunintentional effectseffects ofof thesethese practicespractices on on spacesspaces//placesplaces and and theirtheir patternspatterns

and and organisationorganisation



The city: The city: classicalclassical definitionsdefinitions ((WirthWirth))

““Urbanism no longer denotes merely the process by which persons aUrbanism no longer denotes merely the process by which persons are re 

attracted to a place called the city and incorporated into its sattracted to a place called the city and incorporated into its system of life. It ystem of life. It 

refers also to that cumulative accentuation of the characteristirefers also to that cumulative accentuation of the characteristics distinctive cs distinctive 

of the mode of life which is associated with the growth of the cof the mode of life which is associated with the growth of the cities, and ities, and 

finally to the changes in the direction of modes of life recognifinally to the changes in the direction of modes of life recognized as zed as 

urbanurban……the power of its institutions and personalities operating througthe power of its institutions and personalities operating through the h the 

means of communication and transportationmeans of communication and transportation”” (L. (L. WirthWirth))

What characterizes a city is the relationship between What characterizes a city is the relationship between 

�� population, population, 

�� density of settlement, density of settlement, 

�� heterogeneity of inhabitants and group lifeheterogeneity of inhabitants and group life



A A vocabularyvocabulary: : spacespace

A city can A city can bebe seenseen fromfrom the the perspectiveperspective ofof spacespace ((geographicalgeographical, , economiceconomic, , 

social, social, functionalfunctional) and ) and fromfrom the the perspectiveperspective ofof placeplace ((phenomenologicalphenomenological, , 

symbolicsymbolic, , sensemakingsensemaking))

In a In a broadbroad sensesense, , spacespace playsplays a a rolerole in in shapingshaping social life, social life, beingbeing a a backdropbackdrop

againstagainst whichwhich humanhuman behaviourbehaviour isis playedplayed outout……

…… butbut absoluteabsolute spacespace cannotcannot existexist, , becausebecause, at the moment , at the moment itit isis colonizedcolonized

throughthrough social social activitiesactivities, , itit becomesbecomes historicizedhistoricized spacespace (H. Lefebvre)(H. Lefebvre)

ThereThere are are manymany differentdifferent kindkind ofof spacesspaces



A A vocabularyvocabulary: : placeplace

ForFor manymany scholarsscholars, , placeplace representsrepresents a a distinctivedistinctive (more or (more or lessless boundedbounded) ) typetype
ofof spacespace, , thatthat isis defineddefined byby (and (and constructedconstructed in in termsterms ofof) the ) the livedlived
experienceexperience ofof peoplepeople

BothBoth spacespace and and placesplaces are are non non hysomorphhysomorph

SpacesSpaces and and placesplaces are are connectedconnected withwith powerpower

PlacesPlaces are are thusthus relationalrelational and and contingentcontingent, , experiencedexperienced and and understoodunderstood
differentlydifferently byby differentdifferent people; people; theythey are are multiple, multiple, contestedcontested, , fluidfluid and and 
uncertainuncertain..

PlacesPlaces are the are the locus locus ofof everydayeveryday life life practicespractices



A A vocabularyvocabulary: : practicepractice

PracticePractice is what people do in their life, with their is what people do in their life, with their meaningmeaning

(practices are events occurring with their sense)(practices are events occurring with their sense)

Urban practices are activities (action) that individuals and groUrban practices are activities (action) that individuals and groups are involved ups are involved 

in, often through in, often through routinesroutines

Each practice is an Each practice is an interplacementinterplacement of many practices, subordinate to main of many practices, subordinate to main 

practicepractice’’s aim, the achievement of his objects aim, the achievement of his object (C. (C. SiniSini))

Each practice is not isolated, but is linked in a Each practice is not isolated, but is linked in a networknetwork with other practices of with other practices of 

different kind, each of them generating their object (that is different kind, each of them generating their object (that is ““transcendentaltranscendental””

to the practiceto the practice))……

…… and their subject (that is and their subject (that is ““internalinternal””, and generated by the practice itself, and generated by the practice itself))



A A vocabularyvocabulary: : everydayeveryday lifelife

Everyday life is the sphere of our existence that is well known,Everyday life is the sphere of our existence that is well known, that is that is ““at handat hand””

(P. (P. JedlowskiJedlowski))

Everyday life is the only life (what is outside everyday life?)Everyday life is the only life (what is outside everyday life?)

Everyday life is a Everyday life is a point of viewpoint of view (for example, upon city and urban practices)(for example, upon city and urban practices)

In everyday life it may be supposed that practices (multiform anIn everyday life it may be supposed that practices (multiform and fragmentary) d fragmentary) 

conform to certain conform to certain rulesrules. . ““There must be a logic of these practicesThere must be a logic of these practices”” (M. de (M. de 

CerteauCerteau))

The The logiclogic ofof urbanurban practicespractices isis a a spatialspatial logiclogic!!


